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The Ecclesial Icon of Hristos

The Ecclesial Icon of Hristos
(online conference?)

My belovedss3,

first of all, I want to define the terms from the title.
And the first term is ecclesial. Which is for my the
Church? Is one single: the Orthodox Church, one and
true Church of God on earth. And all my theological de-
bate will be based on the Church’s Tradition#.

The second term from title is icon, but with the
sense which it has in Gen. 1, 26, LXX: , [Tomowpev 6vOpw-
mov kot gikova Huetépav [Let us make man after Our
icon]!”. Although on icon I will use it and with the sense
of face or image, but and with the sense of Holy Icons.

The latter term, Hristos [Xpiotdg], is for me all the
same with what the Church says about Hristos. Because,

for me, Hristos is the testimony which the Church gives

2 Icoana eclesiald a lui Hristos (conferintd online).

3 Started in the evening of the day of december 27, 2016, a
quiet evening, and finished in march 18, 2026, at 13. 19, on the
sun.

4 [ubitii mei, in primul rand, vreau sa definesc ter-
menii din titlu. [ar primul termen este eclesial. Care este
pentru mine Biserica? Este una singurad: Biserica Ortodo-
Xd, una si adevadrata Bisericd a lui Dumnezeu pe pamant.
Si toatd dezbaterea mea teologicd se va baza pe Traditia
Bisericii.

5 Al doilea termen din titlu este icoand, dar cu sen-
sul pe care il are in Fac. 1, 26, LXX: ,TTonjowpev dvOpwmov
kot eikdva Huetépoav [Sa facem om dupd icoana Noas-
tra]!”. Desi pe icoana il voi folosi si cu sensul de chip sau
imagine, dar si cu sensul de Sfantd Icoana.
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us about Christ the Lord. Therefore, I will talk about
Hristos as the Church speaks to us®.

1. The Old Testament of the Church is the Septua-
gint. And I will use the text of Septuagint for to speak
about Hristos in the Old Testament. And in Gen. 3, 15,
Hristos is presented as He who will guard the serpent’s
head. But He will not guard it as to keep it, but as to
destroy it. For between demons and Hristos, and, im-
plicitly, between demons and believers, is enmity [£x-
Bpav] [Gen. 3, 15, LXX]. A continuous enmity?.

If in the first hristological prophecy, He is in state
of watchfulness, for that to crush him, on Satanas, in
Gen. 18, 2, Hristos is one of the three Men which have
been shown to Saint Avraam. But the Saint Avraam re-
cognizes on the three as being the Lord [Gen. 18, 3]%. And
from Genesis, Hristos is for us the Lord, but and a man

6 Ultimul termen, Hristos [Xpiotdc], este pentru
mine acelasi lucru cu ceea ce spune Biserica despre Hris-
tos. Pentru cd, pentru mine, Hristos este marturia pe care
Biserica ne-o da despre Hristos Domnul. De aceea, voi
vorbi despre Hristos asa cum ne vorbeste noua Biserica.

7 Vechiul Testament al Bisericii este Septuaginta. Si
voi folosi textul Septuagintei pentru a vorbi despre Hris-
tos in Vechiul Testament. Si in Fac. 3, 15, Hristos este
prezentat ca Cel care va pazi capul sarpelui. Dar El nu-1
va pazi ca sa-1 pastreze, ci ca sa-l distruga. Caci intre de-
moni si Hristos si, implicit, intre demoni si credinciosi,
este vrajmadsie [£x0pav] [Fac.3, 15, LXX]. O vrdjmadsie con-
tinud.

8 Daca in prima profetie hristologica, El este in stare
de veghe, pentru a-1 zdrobi pe Satanas, in Fac. 18, 2, Hris-
tos este unul dintre cei trei Oameni care i S-au ardtat
Sfantului Avraam. Dar Sfantul Avraam {i recunoaste pe
cei trei ca fiind Domnul [Fac. 18, 3].
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in the same time. Thing which has learned on Israil to
wait on Masiah [7°%7]°/ Messiah as on a man®.

In the Saint Isaac, which is led to offering of his
father, we see on Hristos [Gen. 22]. For and the Father
gave His Son for us, as us to have everlasting life [Jn. 3,
16, BYZ]. But and in the love of the Saint Iacov for the
Saint Rahil [PoynA] [Gen. 29, 30], we see Hristos’s love
for His Church. For that He was tormented for His
Church according as the Saint lacov served for the Saint
Rahil [Gen. 29, 20]".

The Saint losif was sold to the ishmaelites, by his
brothers, with 20 of golden coins [eikool xpuo@®dv] [Gen.
37, 28, LXX], for that and Hristos was sold with 30 of
silver coins [ta tpidxovra apydpia] [Mt. 27, 3, BYZ]®.

In Gen. 49, 10, Hristos is ,the expectation of the
nations [rpoodoxkia £€Bvav]”. But He, the expected by the
pagan nations, will wash in wine His vestment [tAuvel &v
otve tv otoAnv Avtod] and in the blood of the grape His

9 To see: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Messiah.

10 Si din Facerea, Hristos este pentru noi Domnul,
dar si om in acelasi timp. Lucru care 1-a invatat pe Israil
sa-L astepte pe Masiah [1°wn]/ pe Mesia ca pe un om.

1 In Sfantul Isaac, care este adus jertfd de citre tatil
sau, Il vedem pe Hristos [Fac. 22]. Cici si Tatal L-a dat pe
Fiul Sau pentru noi, pentru ca noi sda avem viatd vesnica
[In. 3, 16]. Dar si in dragostea Sfantului lacov pentru
Sfanta Rahil [PaynA] [Fac. 29, 30], noi vedem dragostea
lui Hristos pentru Biserica Sa. Caci El a fost chinuit pen-
tru Biserica Sa, dupa cum Sfantul lacov a slujit pentru
Sfanta Rahil [Fac. 29, 20].

12 Sfantul losif a fost vandut ismaelitilor, de catre
fratii sdi, cu 20 de monede de aur [eikoot xpvo®dv] [Fac.
37, 28, LXX], pentru ca si Hristos a fost vindut cu 30 de
monede de argint [td tpidkovta dapyvpl] [Mt. 27, 3,
BYZ].
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covering [kod €v aipatt otaduAfg v mepfoAnv Avtod]
[Gen. 49, 11, LXX]5.

Hristos is prefigured in the paschal lamb from Exo-
dus 12, 3, LXX. For that He will be our sacrifice of re-
demption from the hand of the devil. But also, He is and
the right [} 8€€1a] of the Lord, as praises Him the Saint
Moisis [Ex. 15, 6]. Because He is of-one-being with the
Father and with the Holy Ghost.

In Ex. 17, 6, Hristos is the water from the rock.
While in Ex. 40, 20, Hristos is the testimonies [t& popto-
pta] which were put into chivotos [kiwtdg]®.

The burning-of-all from Lev. 1 is Hristos. For that
Hristos gives Himself entirely to us. And every prophecy
about Hristos and every typology of Him and every pre-
figuration of Him were taken over in their entirety by the
Church and presented as the Hristos of the Church.

13 In Fac. 49, 10, Hristos este ,asteptarea neamurilor
[tpoadoxkia £€0vidv]”. Dar El, Cel asteptat de neamurile
pigane, Isi va spala in vin vesmantul Siu [mAvvei &v oive
v otoAnv Avtod] si in sdngele strugurului invelitoarea
Sa [kad év adportt otaduAiic v meptfoAny Avtod][Fac. 49,
11, LXX].

14 Hristos este prefigurat in mielul pascal din Iesirea
12, 3, LXX. Cdci El va fi jertfa noastrd de rascumpdrare din
mana diavolului. Dar tot El este si dreapta [1 8e€1&] Dom-
nului, dupad cum Il lauda Sfantul Moisis [Ies. 15, 6]. Pentru
ca El este deofiinta cu Tatdl si cu Duhul Sfant.

15 In les. 17, 6, Hristos este apa din stdncd. In timp ce
in Ies. 40, 20, Hristos este marturiile [t poptipia] care
au fost puse intru chivotos [kifwtdg].

16 Arderea de tot din Lev. 1 este Hristos. Pentru ca
Hristos ni se ddruie pe Sine in intregime. Si orice profetie
despre Hristos si orice tipologie a Lui si orice prefigurare
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2. Even more so after His incarnation, the image of
Hristos was preserved in the Tradition of the Church,
and some time after His Ascension, the new-testamen-
tary books were written. What was written about Hristos
the Lord has reached us, but His iconic image, His Holy
Icons, has also reached us. And I never had the feeling
that the Evangels presented to me a different Hristos
than the iconography of the Church, because in the Holy
Icons I encountered the Hristos of the Evangels?.

But the Hristos of the Gospels is the Hristos predic-
ted to us through His Holy Prophets! For the Holy Pro-
phets did not speak of a telluric Hristos, of a warrior
Hristos, but of the incarnate Son of God. Because He is
the Hristos of the Old and New Testaments, the Hristos
of the Church. But to read the prophecies about Hristos,
you must be a ghostual person and read them ghostually.
Because only in this way will you, like Saints Simeon
[Zupemv] and Anna [Avva][Lc. 2, 25-38, BYZ], meet Hris-
tos in the Temple®®.

a Sa au fost preluate integral de cdtre Bisericd si prezen-
tate ca Hristosul Bisericii.

17 Cu atat mai mult dupa intruparea Sa, chipul lui
Hristos a fost pastrat in Traditia Bisericii si, la ceva vreme
dupd Inialtarea Sa, s-au scris cartile noutestamentare.
Ceea ce s-a scris despre Hristos Domnul a ajuns pana la
noi, dar a ajuns pand la noi si chipul Sau Iconic, Sfintele
Sale Icoane. Si niciodatd nu am avut sentimentul ca
Evangheliile imi prezintd un alt Hristos decat iconografia
Bisericii, pentru cd in Sfintele Icoane L-am intalnit pe
Hristosul Evangheliilor.

18 Dar Hristosul din Evanghelii e Hristosul prezis
noua prin Sfintii Sdi Profeti! Cdci Sfintii Profeti n-au vor-
bit despre un Hristos teluric, despre un Hristos razboi-
nic, ci despre Fiul lui Dumnezeu intrupat. Pentru ca El
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And the Holy Evangelist Lucas tells us two essential
things about Saint Simeon, the God-Receiver: that ,the
Holy Ghost was in him” [Lc 2, 25, BYZ], but, simulta-
neously, that when he met the Lord, he ,came in the
Ghost into the temple” [Lc. 2, 27, BYZ]. For, on the one
hand, we must be filled with the glory of God to under-
stand the theology of the Church, and, on the other
hand, we must be continually enlightened by God about
His things. And only full of grace and enlightened by
Him can we understand Him and His will with us®.

3. In the Proskomidia of the Church, the Lamb of
God is in the midst of His Church, and He is Hristos
crucified for us. And Hristos is like a Quadrate of bread,
divided into four, on which is written Is, Hs, Ni and Ka>2°,
that is, lisus Hristos the conqueror?. Because He con-
quered on the Cross all sin, all passion, death and de-
mons, giving us also the power to completely conquer

este Hristosul Vechiului si al Noului Testament, Hris-
tosul Bisericii. Dar ca sa citesti profetiile despre Hristos
trebuie sa fii un om duhovnicesc si sa le citesti duhov-
niceste. Pentru cd numai astfel ajungi, ca Sfintii Simeon
[Xupedv] si Anna [Avva][Lc. 2, 25-38, BYZ], si Il intam-
pini pe Hristos in Templu.

19 Jar Sfantul Evanghelist Lucas ne spune douad lu-
cruri esentiale despre Sfintul Simeon, Primitorul de
Dumnezeu: ca ,Duhul Sfant era in el” [Lc. 2, 25, BYZ],
dar, totodata, cd atunci cand L-a intampinat pe Domnul,
el ,a venit in Duhul intru templu” [Lc. 2, 27, BYZ]. Caci,
pe de o parte, trebuie sa fim plini de slava lui Dumnezeu
ca sa intelegem teologia Bisericii, iar, pe de alta parte,
trebuie sa fim luminati continuu de Dumnezeu despre
cele ale Sale. Si numai plini de har si luminati de El, noi

putem sa Il intelegem pe El si voia Lui cu noi.
20 Cf. Liturghier, Ed. IBMO, Bucuresti, 2012, p. 123.
> Cf. https://doxologia.ro/impartasire.
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these in our body and soul. But, as can be seen, the
Church did not use the iconic image of Hristos in the Eu-
charist, it did not use His human image, but only the
meaning of the fact that He is the Lamb sacrificed for us.
That He was crucified for us, in order to fill us with His
life>2.

And if the image of Hristos is not imprinted on the
Eucharist of the Church, therefore His image should not
appear on the kolivas either, as we have seen recently, as
well as the images of His Saints. Because the encounter
with Hristos is internal and not external, as He Himself
told us: ,Amin, amin, I say to you, unless you eat the
Flesh of the Son of man and [unless you]| drink His Blood,
you have no life in yourselves. He who eats My Flesh and
drinks My Blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up
[on] the last day” [loannis 6, 53-54, BYZ]. But if we share
with the eucharistic Lord, we understand His words from
within, from within ourselves, as we feel Him, the ico-
nized One, as our Lord, the Hristos of our salvation?3.

22 Tn Proscomidia Bisericii, Mielul lui Dumnezeu
este in mijlocul Bisericii Sale, si El este Hristos Cel rastig-
nit pentru noi. Si Hristos e ca un Patrat de paine, impartit
in patru, pe care este scris Is, Hs, Ni si Ka, adica lisus
Hristos biruitorul. Pentru ca El a biruit pe Cruce tot pa-
catul, toata patima, moartea si pe demoni, dandu-ne si
noud puterea de a le birui desdvarsit pe acestea in trupul
si in sufletul nostru. Dar, dupda cum se observd, Biserica
n-a folosit chipul iconic al lui Hristos in Euharistie, n-a
folosit chipul Lui uman, ci doar semnificatia faptului ca
El este Mielul cel jertfit pentru noi. Ca El S-a rastignit
pentru noi, pentru ca sd ne umple pe noi de viata Lui.

23 Si daca chipul lui Hristos nu e imprimat pe Euha-
ristia Bisericii, de aceea chipul Lui nu trebuie sa apara
nici pe colive, asa cum am vdzut mai nou ca se face, dupa



The Ecclesial Icon of Hristos

The Evangels of the Church do not contain a des-
cription of the Lord’s face, but the walls of our Churches
are full of His face. The face of the Lord, in various
situations, stands before us and speaks to us incessantly,
just as He speaks to us through the words of Scripture
and His Saints. The ghostual sight of the Lord, the ecsta-
tic one, does not contradict His iconographic sight, be-
cause the iconography of the Church is an ecstatic sight
of Him. The Holy Iconographers present the Lord trans-
figured, the One in His Emperordom, and He is our joy
and peace. Because, through the Holy Icons, we behold
the Lord in His glory, the One who fills us with His eter-
nal glory>4.

cum nici chipurile Sfintilor Lui. Pentru ca intalnirea cu
Hristos este interioara si nu exterioara, asa dupa cum ne-
a spus-o El Insusi: ,Amin, amin zic voud, daca nu aveti s3
mancati Trupul Fiului omului si [nu] aveti sa beti Sangele
Lui, nu aveti viatd in voi insivd. Cel care mandnca Trupul
Meu si bea Sangele Meu are viata vesnicad si Eu il voi invia
pe el [in] ziua cea de apoi” [loannis 6, 53-54, BYZ]. Dar
dacd ne impartasim cu Domnul euharistic, noi intelegem
cuvintele Sale din interior, din noi insine, dupd cum Il
simtim pe El, Cel iconizat, ca fiind Domnul nostru, Hris-
tosul mantuirii noastre.

24 Evangheliile Bisericii nu cuprind o descriere a chi-
pului Domnului, dar peretii Bisericilor noastre sunt plini
de chipul Lui. Chipul Domnului, in diverse situatii, std in
fata noastra si ne vorbeste neincetat, asa dupda cum El ne
vorbeste prin cuvintele Scripturii si ale Sfintilor Lui. Ve-
derea duhovniceasca a Domnului, cea extaticd, nu con-
trazice vederea Lui iconografica, pentru cd iconografia
Bisericii e o vedere extaticd a Lui. Sfintii Iconografi Il pre-
zintd pe Domnul Cel transfigurat, pe Cel din Imparitia
Lui, si El este bucuria si pacea noastrd. Pentru cd, prin

10
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4. But if in the Divine Evangels we do not have the
iconographic image of the Lord, although we have vari-
ous details about Him, how was the ecclesial icon of the
Lord formed? Through His Holy Iconographers, the first
of whom was the Holy Apostle and Evangelist Lucas, who
painted for us the first Divine Icons of the Church. And,
later, more and more, various miracles and healings of
the Lord were iconized, the images of the Mother of God
and of His Saints and Angels were iconized, because
various visions of the Saints, but also various scriptural
passages, were transposed iconographically.

The Holy Mahram of the Lord was the one that hea-
led Saint Abgar V of Edessa from his illness?¢. And this
Icon of the Lord not made by hand is honored on august
16, when it was brought to Constantinople??. And the face
of the Lord was imprinted on this mahram after He
washed His face and wiped Himself with it?®. Because He

Sfintele Icoane, noi Il privim pe Domnul Cel din slava
Lui, pe Cel ce ne umple pe noi cu slava Lui cea vesnica.
25 Dar daca in Dumnezeiestile Evanghelii nu avem
chipul iconografic al Domnului, cu toate cd avem detalii
diverse despre El, cum s-a format icoana eclesiald a Dom-
nului? Prin Sfintii Sdi Iconografi, primul dintre ei fiind
Sfantul Apostol si Evanghelist Lucas, care ne-a pictat
noud primele Dumnezeiesti Icoane ale Bisericii. Si, mai
apoi, din ce in ce mai mult, s-au iconizat diverse minuni
si vindecari ale Domnului, s-au iconizat chipurile Maicii
lui Dumnezeu si ale Sfintilor si Ingerilor S&i, pentru ci s-
au transpus iconografic diverse vedenii ale Sfintilor, dar

si diverse pasaje scripturale.
26 To be seen: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abgar_V.
27 Cf
https://www.synaxarion.gr/gr/sid/384/sxsaintinfo.aspx.
28 Cf

11
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wanted to send him, according to his faith, a sign of his
salvation from illness. And through this the Lord gave us
His face, not painted by man under His guidance, but
given to us in a wonderful way, without being painted.
Just as, in His divine visions, He imprints Himself divi-
nely in us through His vision, so that it may be our eter-
nal joy?9.

And the wonderful thing is this: that over the cen-
turies the image of the Lord and the image of His Mother
and of His Saints and Angels have come down to us,
because the Church has treasured up all the details of our
salvation. It has preserved the places where the Lord
lived and preached, it has preserved the places where His
Saints lived, where various miracles took place, fact for
which all are testimonies of the life of the Church to this
day. Because the Church is the living community of faith
that preserves and honors the entire history of God with

https://ziarullumina.ro/actualitate-
religioasa/documentar/istoria-minunata-a-sfintei-mahrame-a-
domnului-173756.html.

29 Sfanta Mahrama a Domnului a fost cea care 1-a
vindecat pe Sfantul Abgar al V-lea al Edessei de boala sa.
Si aceasta Icoand nefdcutd de mand a Domnului e cinstita
pe 16 august, la aducerea sa la Constantinopol. Si chipul
Domnului s-a imprimat in aceastd mahramad dupa ce S-a
spdlat pe fata si S-a sters cu ea. Pentru ca El a dorit sa 1i
trimitd acestuia, potrivit credintei sale, un semn al man-
tuirii lui de boala. Si prin aceasta Domnul ne-a daruit
chipul Lui, nu pictat de om sub indrumarea Sa, ci ddruit
noua in mod minunat, fard a fi pictat. Asa cum, in ve-
derile Sale cele dumnezeiesti, El se imprimd in noi dum-
nezeieste prin vederea Sa, ca sd fie bucuria noastra cea
vesnicad.

12
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people, all the details of His revelation in our life. Be-
cause we all need these holy details in our life of faith3°.

o) : e
RXTEAL MM AXTTAL TaLediAL
X$

I have taken over the Holy Icon of the Holy Mahram
from the Great greek Synaxarion3. And as can be seen,

30 Si lucrul cel minunat e acesta: ca peste veacuri a
ajuns la noi chipul Domnului si chipul Maicii Sale si al
Sfintilor si Ingerilor Sii, pentru c& Biserica a tezaurizat
toate amanuntele mantuirii noastre. Ea a pastrat locurile
unde a trait si a propovdduit Domnul, a pastrat locurile
unde au tradit Sfintii Lui, unde au avut loc diverse minuni,
fapt pentru care toate sunt marturii ale vietii Bisericii pa-
nd azi. Pentru cd Biserica e comunitatea vie de credintd
care pastreaza si cinsteste toata istoria lui Dumnezeu cu
oamenii, toate amanuntele reveldrii Lui in viata noastra.
Pentru cd noi toti avem nevoie de aceste sfinte amanunte
in viata noastra de credinta.

3 Cf.

https://bizweb.synaxarion.gr/data/specials/synaxarion/o8
16_Axeiropoiitos_Eikona_lhsoy_Xristoy.jpg.
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we are dealing with a re-iconization of the Icon not made
by hand. The Lord is presented here as the One who is,
as the eternal One, but Who became incarnate for us.
And His face teaches us peace, tranquility of thoughts, a
pure view of others, full of sincerity and love, because the
eyes are the windows of the soul. The eyes speak to us
about our soul. And our soul must be pure, simple, full
of humility, because we serve the Lord, but also our con-
freres3.

The Lord’s eyes are wide open. He sees us, there is
no ambiguity in His gaze. His gaze encompasses us, en-
velops us, assumes us. You don’t feel held accountable,
but called to Him. And coming to the Lord is through
prayer, because, interiorly, we feel the One who looks at
us with all love. Only by going beyond any image, any
representation of Him, do we see Him in His glory, if He
deigns to show Himself to us. Therefore, the Holy Hesy-
chasts are the true Holy Iconographers of the Church,
because they see the Lord in His glory and can truly
speak of His transfigured face, full of eternal glory33.

32 Am preluat Sfanta Icoand a Sfintei Mahrame din
Marele Sinaxar grecesc. Si dupd cum se poate vedea,
avem de-a face cu o re-iconizare a Icoanei nefacuta de
mdnd. Domnul e prezentat aici ca Cel ce este, ca Cel ves-
nic, dar Care S-a intrupat pentru noi. lar fata Sa ne invata
pacea, linistea gandurilor, vederea curata a celorlalti, pli-
na de sinceritate si dragoste, pentru cd ochii sunt fe-
restrele sufletului. Ochii ne vorbesc despre sufletul nos-
tru. Si sufletul nostru trebuie sa fie curat, simplu, plin de
smerenie, pentru cd noi li slujim Domnului, dar si con-
fratilor nostri.

33 Ochii Domnului sunt larg deschisi. El ne vede, nu
existd nicio ambiguitate in privirea Sa. Privirea Sa ne cu-
prinde, ne invdluie, ne asuma. Nu te simti tras la rost, ci

14
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5. To paint theologically, you must have ghostual
experience, but also knowledge of iconographic theology
and pictorial techniques. But, first of all, the Iconogra-
pher is a ghostual theologian and then a painter, because
he must bring God before us and not a representation of
God. He must bring our God before us, Whom we love
and Whom we worship unceasingly. The iconographic
sight of the Lord must be clear, profound, full of grace.
Because it, the Icon, must make our immediate transiti-
on to the Lord, to the prayer onto Him34.

The Divine Icon of the Lord is before us and we
know that it is He, because we know Him from His words
to us, but also from the great joy with which He fills us
when we pray to Him. The Divine Icons of the Church

chemat spre El. Si venirea spre Domnul e prin rugdciune,
pentru ci, interior, Il simtim pe Cel ce ne priveste pe noi
cu toatd dragostea. Numai trecand dincolo de orice ima-
gine, de orice reprezentare a Lui, noi Il vedem intru slava
Sa, dacd El binevoieste sd ni Se arate. De aceea, Sfintii
Isihasti sunt adevdratii Sfinti Iconografi ai Bisericii, pen-
tru cd ei Il vad pe Domnul in slava Lui si pot vorbi cu ade-
vdarat despre chipul Sau transfigurat, plin de slava vesni-
ca.

34 Ca sd pictezi teologic trebuie sd ai experientd du-
hovniceasca, dar si cunoastere a teologiei iconografice si
a tehnicilor picturale. Dar, in primul rand, Iconograful e
un teolog duhovnicesc si apoi pictor, pentru cd el trebuie
sd ne aduca in fata pe Dumnezeu si nu o reprezentare a
lui Dumnezeu. El trebuie sa ne aduca in fata pe Dumne-
zeul nostru, pe Care noi Il iubim si Ciruia ne inchinim
neincetat. Vederea iconografica a Domnului trebuie sa
fie clard, profunda, plina de har. Pentru ca ea, Icoana, tre-
buie sa ne faca trecerea imediata spre Domnul, spre ruga-
ciunea cdtre EL
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are in a certain way, all of them being full of its theology,
and we immediately feel those outside the Church, the
images of all kinds, as nefarious. Because Icons are only
the images of His Emperordom, His Saints. And we only
look at the Holy Icons, at those of Him and His Mother
and His Saints, because those are windows to the Empe-
rordom of God. And we want to live together with Him
and all His Saints and Angels in His Emperordom, there-
fore our whole life is an inner transfiguration, an iconiza-
tion of ourselves3s.

Worshiping the Holy Icons means your entry onto
the path of iconization. Because you want to get closer to
the Saints of God, to those who are in your heart and with
whom you want to be eternally. You look at them in
order to be like them. You pray to them in order to be
where they are. With other words, the iconic gaze is one
that transfigures you internally, because you begin to
walk the path of the Saints, the path of God. And the path

35 Dumnezeiasca Icoand a Domnului este in fata
noastrd si noi stim ca e El, pentru ci Il stim din cuvintele
Sale fata de noi, dar si din multa bucurie cu care ne
umple cand I ne rugdm Lui. Dumnezeiestile Icoane ale
Bisericii sunt intr-un anume fel, toate fiind pline de teo-
logia ei, si le simtim imediat ca nefaste pe cele din afara
Bisericii, chipurile de tot felul. Pentru ca Icoane sunt
doar chipurile Impératiei Lui, Sfintii Lui. Si noi numai
spre Sfintele Icoane privim, spre cele ale Sale si ale Maicii
Sale si ale Sfintilor Lui, pentru ca acelea sunt ferestre spre
Imparitia lui Dumnezeu. Si noi vrem s& traim dimpreuna
cu El si cu toti Sfintii si Ingerii Lui in Imp&ritia Sa, de
aceea toatd viata noastra este o transfigurare interioard,
0 iconizare a noastrd.
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of God makes you like Him. Because He asks us to be like
Him in everything, in all divine virtue3®.

Reading Scripture is the beginning of iconization.
His words are metabolized by us. We draw near to Him
through His words, we serve Him in the Church, we
worship Him, because He is in us and with us unceasing-
gly through His glory. And, loving Him, we have Him
within ourselves as the eternally living One, because His
glory is the eternal glory. And He, the living One, is a
living Icon in us, Who makes us His Icons too. He, the
living God, dwells in us through His glory and makes us
know Him mystically, from within, but at the same time
He changes us from within, making us His living Icons.
Because the Holy Icons are first of all Saints who strive,
Saints who become like Him every day, like the Lord of
glory, like the One who is in us unceasingly3”.

36 Inchinarea la Sfintele Icoane inseamna o intrare a
ta pe calea iconizdrii. Pentru cd tu vrei sa te apropii de
Sfintii lui Dumnezeu, de cei care sunt in inima ta si cu
care vrei sa fii vesnic. Privesti la ei pentru ca sa fii ca ei.
Te rogi lor pentru ca sd fii si tu unde sunt ei. Cu alte
cuvinte, privirea iconicd este una care te transfigureaza
interior, pentru ca tu incepi sd mergi pe calea Sfintilor,
pe calea lui Dumnezeu. Si calea lui Dumnezeu te face
asemenea Lui. Pentru cd El ne cere sa fim asemenea Lui
intru toate, 1n toatd virtutea dumnezeiasca.

37 Citirea Scripturii e inceputul iconizarii. Cuvintele
Lui sunt metabolizate de noi. Ne apropiem de El prin
cuvintele Sale, Ti slujim Lui la Bisericd, I ne inchindam Lui,
pentru cd El e 1n noi si cu noi neincetat prin slava Lui.
lar, iubindu-L pe El, noi Il avem pe El in noi insine ca pe
Cel vesnic viu, pentru ca slava Lui e slava cea vesnica. Si
El, Cel viu, e o Icoand vie in noi, Care ne face si pe noi
Icoane ale Sale. El, Dumnezeul Cel viu, locuieste in noi
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6. Hristos swaddled and lying in the manger is the
Lord of glory incarnate, the One who is preparing to die
for us. He wears the shroud from the Icon of His Nativity,
the shroud that He will leave in the tomb when He rises
on the third day. Most often we see Him in the arms of
His Mother. As an old Infant, as an eternal Infant, His
Mother, the Theotokos, shows Him to us so that we may
love Him, because He is all her love. Hristos at 12 years
old, in the Temple, is an old Child, Who teaches with
eternal authority. Those who hear Him do not under-
stand who He is, but He is the incarnate Son of the Fa-
ther3s,

The Lord is baptized in the lordanis by loannis, but
the Baptism of the Lord is the moment of the revelation
of our triune God. Likewise on Tabor, on the day of His
Transfiguration: The Holy Apostles, the three, are filled
with His glory, but they know that the Son is worshipped
together with the Father and the Holy Ghost. That the

prin slava Lui si ne face si Il cunoastem pe El in mod
mistic, din interior, dar in acelasi timp El ne schimba din
interior, ficindu-ne pe noi Icoane vii ale Sale. Pentru ca
Sfintele Icoane sunt mai intdi Sfinti care se nevoiesc,
Sfinti care se fac in fiecare zi ca El, ca Domnul slavei, ca
Cel ce e 1n noi neincetat.

38 Hristos infasat si culcat in iese este Domnul slavei
intrupat, Cel care Se pregateste sd moara pentru noi. El
poartd giulgiu din Icoana Nasterii Sale, giulgiu pe care il
va ldsa in mormant atunci cand va invia a treia zi. Cel mai
adesea Il vedem in bratele Maicii Sale. Ca Prunc batran,
ca Prunc vesnic, Maica lui, Ndscdtoarea de Dumnezeu,
aritdndu-ni-L ca si Il iubim pe El, pentru ci El este toata
iubirea ei. Hristos la 12 ani, in Templu, e un Copil batran,
Care invati cu autoritate vesnicd. Cei care Il aud, nu in-
teleg cine este, dar El e Fiul Cel intrupat al Tatalui.
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Son is one of the Trinity and that, through Him, we have
learned that our God is triune. On the Cross, the Lord is
a victor and not a vanquished, suffering to the end for us.
And He, the crucified and buried, rises on the third day,
raising all His Saints from Hell, because He has opened
again the Paradise of His mercy39.

He ascends to heaven with His humanity, at 40 days
after His resurrection, in order to send at Pentecost the
Holy Ghost, Who proceeds from the Father and rests in
the Son, so that we may all be filled with His glory. And
when the Ghost of God filled us with the glory of the
Trinity, then the Church became a divine-human reality.
Because the Church is our life with God, with Him who
is in us our eternal life4°.

39 Domnul e botezat in lordanis de catre loannis,
dar Botezul Domnului e momentul revelarii Dumnezeu-
lui nostru treimic. La fel si pe Tabor, in ziua Transfigu-
rdrii Sale: Sfintii Apostoli, cei trei, se umplu de slava Lui,
dar stiu cd Fiul e inchinat dimpreuna cu Tatal si cu Duhul
Sfant. C4 Fiul e unul din Treime si c4, prin El, am aflat ca
Dumnezeul nostru e treimic. Pe Cruce, Domnul este un
biruitor si nu un invins, suferind pana la capat pentru
noi. Si El, Cel rastignit si ingropat, invie a treia zi, ridi-
candu-i din Iad pe toti Sfintii Lui, pentru ca a deschis din
nou Paradisul milei Sale.

40 Se Tnalta la cer cu umanitatea Sa, la 40 de zile de
la invierea Lui, pentru ca sd trimita la Cincizecime pe
Duhul Sfant, Care din Tatal purcede si in Fiul Se odih-
neste, ca toti sa ne umplem de slava Lui. Si cand Duhul
lui Dumnezeu ne-a umplut de slava Treimii, atunci Bise-
rica a devenit o realitate divino-umana. Pentru ca Bise-
rica e viata noastra cu Dumnezeu, cu Cel care e in noi
viata noastrd cea vesnicad.
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In each of His Icons, the Lord speaks to us theo-
logically. To understand the Icon of the feast, you must
know the theology of the feast. And we have the theology
of the feast in the Services of the feasts, but also in the
theology of the Holy Fathers of the Church. The study is
ascesis, and the ascesis is the framework of our enlight-
enment by God. We can learn the theology of the Church
only through ascesis, through great toil. Everything we
understand has a price. And the price of knowledge is
also the price of salvation, that is, the daily ascesis. If you
do not want to know, you do not want to be. Knowledge
is ghostual growth, it is continuous self-transcendence.
Therefore, the iconic knowledge of the Lord is His theo-
logical knowledge, because the Icon is the theology of
the Church#+.

I have never approached a Holy Icon except
through prayer. I have felt, from many Icons that I have
seen, how the Lord and His Mother and His Saints look
at me. The Lord’s gaze is gentle, but it reaches into the
depths of your being. His face is full of kindness and
propriety, it is full of mercy. If you want to approach

4 In fiecare Icoand a Sa, Domnul ne vorbeste teo-
logic. Ca sa intelegi Icoana praznicului, trebuie sa cunosti
teologia praznicului. Si teologia praznicului o avem in
Slujbele praznicelor, dar si in teologia Sfintilor Parinti ai
Bisericii. Studiul este ascezad, iar asceza e cadrul luminarii
noastre de cdtre Dumnezeu. Nu putem afla teologia Bise-
ricii decat prin ascezd, prin trudd multd. Orice lucru pe
care il intelegem are un pret. Si pretul cunoasterii e deo-
potriva pretul mantuirii, adica asceza zilnicd. Daca nu
vrei sa cunosti, nici nu vrei sd fii. Cunoasterea e crestere
duhovniceascd, e continuda depasire de sine. De aceea,
cunoasterea iconica a Domnului este cunoasterea Lui te-
ologicd, pentru ca Icoana e teologia Bisericii.
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Him, then accept His mercy in your heart! Because His
mercy will re-teach you to be children with the heart, to
be simple, to be benevolent in all things. Amin#?!

42 Nu m-am apropiat niciodata de o Sfantd Icoana
decat prin rugdciune. Am simtit, din multe Icoane pe
care le-am vdzut, cum Domnul si Maica Lui si Sfintii Lui
mad privesc. Privirea Domnului este blandd, dar ajunge in
adancul fiintei tale. Chipul Lui e plin de bunatate si de
cuviinta, e plin de mild. Daca vreti sd va apropiati de El,
atunci acceptati mila Lui in inima dumneavoastrd! Pen-
tru cd mila Lui va va reinvdta sa fiti prunci cu inima, sa
fiti simpli, sd fiti binevoitori intru toate. Amin!
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